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Welcome to Ann Arbor Learning Community!

My name is Lauren LeDuc and I will be your child’s early primary teacher this year. I am extremely excited and enthusiastic about starting my second year with a great class, and continuing with the friends that joined me last year! 

I graduated from Western Michigan University in 2008, with a BA in Elementary Education and minors in math and language arts. I also hold my early childhood education endorsement. After graduation, I was a Title One Tutor at Allen Elementary. I joined AALC in the fall of 2009. I am so excited to be continuing my teaching career at Ann Arbor Learning Community with this class!

My goal as your child’s teacher is to get them excited about learning by creating a safe, nurturing, and fun learning environment. I am very passionate about education and strive to show students all the knowledge, wonder and joys that comes from learning.

I look at myself as a positive, patient, energetic and caring individual, who wants the best for each child who enters my classroom. We will work hard, but we will have lots of fun while doing so.

This mini-handbook is a reference tool to answer questions and help guide you though this year. If you have any questions or want to meet, you may always call me at school 734-477-0340 ext.105 or e-mail me at: leduc_lauren@yahoo.com!

Thank you for your time and support. I look forward to having a fantastic year with you!

Sincerely,

Lauren LeDuc

Communication

Communication is the key to being effective in and out of the classroom. I plan to send home a weekly newsletter to keep you informed on what is happening in our classroom. These letters will be coming home in your child’s “Monday Mailer” (a green folder). All the school notes, homework, and my communication will be included in this folder. You will see this folder every Monday. Please try and return it no later than Friday. I also plan to call home occasionally to speak personally with you about your child’s progress. Report cards are sent home twice a year as well as progress reports in the fall and spring. If you have any concerns prior to these times, please do not hesitate to contact me. Additionally, we have a great web-site: www.annarborlearningcommunity.org that provides you with information about the school, our school calendar (which I have included at the back of the packet as well), and a class specific web page.

Arrival

Arrival can begin after 8:15. You have two options – you can drop off at the curb or park in the lot and walk your student in. At 8:30, they are welcome to come down to the classroom. There is a bin outside the door for lunch boxes and there are safe hooks in the hallway for coats/back packs. Your child’s belongings should fit on one hook. Once they have unpacked, students are encouraged to check the jobs board and then check out the morning message. After the question of the day has been answered, you and your child are welcome to read a book or do a puzzle until morning meeting starts. Morning meeting starts between 8:40 and 8:45. This is a great transition time for you to leave for work/errands if you came in to help unpack. 

Extra Set of Clothing

I ask that each child keep a complete change of clothing (including underwear and socks) in a ziplock bag in their back packs. If an accident occurs, we will put the soiled clothing in the zip lock bag and send it home.

Volunteering

Volunteers are essential to our school. At the end of the packet, I have included a volunteer sign– up sheet full of opportunities. These are different things that you can do to help our classroom. As much as I appreciate help, I do want to note that it transitioning to school can be difficult for students. It is important that students understand their role, the role of the teacher, and the role of the parents in the classroom.

Snack and Lunch

Our classroom is an allergy friendly environment. Please refrain from sending in nut related products. We want to be sensitive to everyone’s dietary needs, but also need to maintain a safe environment. We have a daily snack and lunch. Students typically select one item from their lunch and eat it for a snack. You are also welcome to send in a reusable water bottle. Please make sure that the water bottle has a secure lid or a leak proof top to help avoid spills.

Our Classroom Community:

A variety of approaches, styles, and philosophies create a classroom environment. I wanted to let you know a little about my personal beliefs in regard to education.

1) Social and behavioral curriculum is as important as academic curriculum.

2) How children learn is as important as what children learn.

3) Growth occurs through social interaction.

4) We must know our children individually, culturally, and developmentally.

5) Knowing the families of the children we teach is as important as knowing

the children.

These are beliefs that you will be seeing in the classroom. You will see these beliefs being modeled and implemented into our everyday classroom community.

These beliefs tie in nicely with our school’s Four Community Agreements:

1) Mutual Respect

2) Attentive Listening

3) Right to Participate and Pass

4) Show Appreciations, no Put – Downs

The four community agreements create a community environment that empowers students to be responsible for their learning and behavior. I believe in giving students tools to learn how to solve conflicts that come up in the classroom. We begin the year by going over procedures and setting clear expectations for learning. By spending a lot of time at the beginning of the year modeling behaviors and expectations, we can focus on our learning for the remainder of the year, without the distractions of behavior issues.

Morning Meeting

Why should you get to school on time? Does it really matter if you come at 8:30 or 9:00? Yes, it does! Each morning our class participates in a morning meeting. The three components of our morning meeting are: 1) a Greeting 2) an activity and 3) news and announcements (morning message). Our morning meeting is an opportunity to recognize the students in our class as a collective whole and allow opportunities for open communication.

There are 5 purposes to having a morning meeting:

1) Morning Meeting sets the tone for respectful learning and establishes a climate of trust

2) The tone and climate of Morning Meeting extend beyond the meeting

3) Morning Meeting motivates children by addressing two needs: the need to feel a sense of significance and belonging and the need to have fun

4) The repetition of many ordinary moments of respectful interaction in Morning Meeting enables some extraordinary moments.

5) Morning Meeting merges social, emotional, and intellectual learning.

If you bring your child late, they miss out on a great deal of learning. Please try to have your student to school daily by 8:30 :)

Specials:

Art

Our class gets to go to Art twice a week for 40 minutes. We will go to Art on Wednesdays and Fridays.

Physical Education (Gym)

We will have Physical Education on Tuesday.

On Tuesday (gym day), please send your student to school in tennis shoes or sneakers. The floor in the gym can be slippery when wearing dress shoes or flip – flops.

Music

Our class gets to go to Music twice a week for 40 minutes. Music will be on Mondays and Fridays.

Library

We will be going to library once a week for 40 minutes. Students will be given the opportunity to select to take home for the week. Library will be on Thursday afternoon. Please try to send the books back by Wednesday so students will be able to check out a new book on Thursday. The library bin is just inside the door. 

Classroom Jobs

I feel that the classroom is a community and that it is up to all of us to keep it running smoothly. We have a jobs board near meeting area. Each student has a weekly job. Students take pride in their jobs and it empowers them to feel ownership of the classroom. Help your child remember to check the job chart when the come into the classroom in the morning.

Birthdays

Birthdays are a great reason to celebrate. Birthday celebrants receive a crown and fun pencil. I ask that please let me know in advance if you plan on sending in a treat for a birthday. I want to be respectful of the food allergies we have in the classroom. I would prefer a non-edible treat or a book donation in honor of your child. Children who have summer birthdays will celebrate on their “half-birthday”. If your child is having an outside of school party, please be sensitive when handing out invitations. If you do not plan to invite the whole class, please do not hand out the invitations in school. This avoids hurt feelings.

Field Trips and Activity Fee

Our school embraces the philosophy of experiential learning. We are fortunate that we get to go on a variety of enriching field trips throughout the year. We rely on family members for transportation. If you are interested in driving on a field trip, please provide the office with current registration information, insurance, and your driver’s license. They will make copies and keep it on file for the year. Please note that Ann Arbor Learning Community has been growing rapidly. Unless specifically noted on the field trip form, we ask that siblings not participate on field trips. To pay for field trips, we ask that a suggested recommended donation of $50 per year or $25 per semester be given to the school to cover the costs. This can be paid in cash or as a check made out to: AALC. You can also pay with a debit or credit card at the front desk.

Student of the Week

This year, we will be doing Student of the Week; Froggie of the week.

Each student will have a week to share all about who they are. During that week, they can bring in photos, share items that hold special meaning. I believe that this time is important to reinforce public speaking skills and thought processes. The Friday before your child is student of the week, I will send home an “about me” (mini) packet for your student to complete and display on Monday! 

Toys from Home

I do understand the desire to send in toys, purses, and other items when your child is not Student of the Week. However I ask that you refrain from doing this. These items are personal and have meaning and I would feel awful if they were misplaced or damaged. Please wait until your child is Student of the Week to “show share” these items. In class, we also have “tell shares” daily, which gives the students and opportunity to talk about something that is happening in their lives currently. This is a time where students can talk about a new toy or stuffed animal without having it in the classroom. Many items were lost last year, so I ask that you please help me to enforce the no toys policy, so children’s feelings do not get hurt. 

Homework:

Reading is essential to literacy growth. Please try to read with your child daily. For the first few weeks in September, we will not have homework. A note will go home explaining homework before it begins. Please note that the homework that does get sent home will enrich and reinforce what we are learning in school.

Scholastic Book Orders

I will send home book orders once a month in the Monday Mailer. Please do not feel obliged to order. I provide this because I feel that Scholastic provides quality literature at a low cost. If you decide to place an order, please put your order in an envelope with your child’s name on it and specify what the money if for. When paying by check please make it out to: Scholastic.

Thanks for Volunteering!

I appreciate your willingness to help out at school. Below is a list of activities and jobs I need done at school. Please check off what you would be interested in doing and send it back in! Thanks in advance for your support and cooperation!

~Miss LeDuc
Mondays:

_____ Monday Mailers (stuffing folders/getting them ready to go home)

Classroom Jobs – does not have to be weekly any day of the week:

_____ Lunch (sit with students in lunch area / assist with food and microwaving)

_____ Reading (select a story to read to the students after lunch at 12:50)

_____ Games (work with small groups of students playing educational games)

_____ Filing (putting papers in portfolios/poetry and song folder)

_____ Copying future work

_____ Reading (come in during our reading time and read or be read to individually

_____ Any additional items you can think of

Fridays:

_____ Teaching an enrichment
Misc.

_____ PTSO Volunteer

Needs for the Classroom.

I ask that each child bring these items to school daily;

*back pack which can fit a 9X11 folder. 

*change of clothes 

*water bottle 

In the classroom, we go through many different materials on a daily basis. While I am happy to provide the necessary materials for the daily learning some suggested items may include; 

*colored pencils

*Markers

*Rulers

*Glue sticks

*Elmer’s glue

*Scissors

*Construction paper

*White paper

*Watercolors 

*Kleenex

*Clorax whipes

[image: image1.jpg]


